Christmas Feast Days
December 6th: Feast of St. Nicholas

St. Nicholas was Bishop of Myra in Asia Minor. Myra is now to be found in Turkey. St. Nicholas taught the importance of giving, especially to those who had little. He liked to leave small gifts for children to surprise them. When St Nicholas died people kept up the tradition of giving gifts to children on the special day. Across Europe, children leave out shoes on the night before St. Nicholas’ Day and when they wake in the morning, the shoes are filled with small toys and sweets.

December 8th: Feast of the Immaculate Conception

God sent the Angel Gabriel to ask Mary to be the mother of Jesus. You can read this story in St. Luke’s Gospel (1:26-38)

December 24th: Christmas Eve

December 25th: Christmas Day

December 26th: St. Stephen’s Day
St. Stephen lived in Rome and was the first man to be killed for believing in the teachings of Jesus. However, some people claim that he shares the day with another St. Stephen who came from Sweden. That St. Stephen is the patron saint of horses.

St. Stephen’s day is also known in the UK as Boxing Day. The name goes back to medieval times when alms boxes were placed at the back of every church to collect money for the poor. The alms boxes were always opened on December 26th, which is why it was called Boxing Day.
December 28th: The Feast of Holy Innocents
This feast is sometimes known as “Childermas”. On this day we remember the children who were slaughtered by Herod when he tried to kill the infant Christ. This story can be read in St. Matthew’s Gospel (2:18) (Alive-O 4 pp. 154-165)
Sunday After Christmas: Feast of the Holy Family

We celebrate the feast of the Holy Family on the first Sunday after Christmas. It is a celebration in honour of Jesus, his mother Mary and his foster father Joseph. We are reminded on this day how special and sacred family is and we give thanks to God on this day for our own families.

January 6th: Feast of the Epiphany

On Epiphany, we celebrate the day the three Kings came to visit Jesus. This story can be read in St. Matthew’s Gospel (2:1-12)
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