Today we place our Jesse Tree in the church. A Jesse Tree is set up during the season of Advent. It teaches us about the lineage of Jesus starting from Jesse. Jesse was the father of the great leader of Israel, King David. The prophet Samuel was sent by God to Bethlehem to appoint one of Jesse’s sons as king and he chose David.

Tracing our roots is popular nowadays. The Jesse Tree traces the royal roots of Jesus from Jesse. The early church wanted us to understand that Jesus was connected to all the Jewish history that went before him. When we make a Jesse Tree we remember the family of Jesse and all the people through history who helped prepare the world for the coming or advent of Jesus.

The Jesse Tree emphasises the true meaning of Advent and Christmas. It is not a Christmas Tree so there is no tinsel or lights. 

We coloured and cut out many symbols and placed them on the Jesse Tree. Each of the symbols represents a person or event and the role that they played in God’s perfect plan.

Some of the symbols on the tree represent the following:

The stump with the branch represents Jesse.

The world represents creation.

The apple and the snake represent the fall of Adam and Eve.

The tent and the camel represent Abraham.

The tablets of stone represent Moses.

The man and the woman represent Zechariah and Elizabeth.

The heart represents Mary.

The tools represent Joseph.

The star represents the Birth of Jesus
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